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INFORMATION SHEET FOR PARENTS:  Drama workshops  
 

REC Reference Number: HR-19/20-1420 
 

Title of study 

 

Imagining a better world with new technologies: shaping utopias and dystopias in translational 

medicine 

 

Hannah Cowan (hannah.cowan@kcl.ac.uk) 

Charlotte Kühlbrandt (charlotte.kuhlbrandt@kcl.ac.uk) 

School of Population Health & Environmental Sciences 

Faculty of Life Sciences & Medicine 

5th Floor, Addison House,  

Guy’s Campus, London, SE1 1UL 

King’s College London  

Text Message: 00447587527416 

Website: utopianow.co.uk 

Project funded by: King’s College London 

 

We would like to invite your child to take part in a research project where we want to find out 

more about about the kind of society that young people want to live in. One of the ways we are 

doing this is by inviting young people to a series or drama workshops, where we will help them 

write and perform a play about their future utopia (best place) or dystopia (worst place). We 

would like to ask you and your child if it is okay for them to take part in the workshops, and for 

us to observe the sessions and final performance to understand young people’s hopes and fears 

for the future.  

 

Before you decide whether you want to give permission for your child to take part, it is 

important for you to understand why the research is being done and what their participation 

will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with 

others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more 

information. 

 

 

Workshop details:  

 

Dates: 17
th

-21
st

 February 2020 

Times: Monday-Thursday 10 am -1 pm; Friday  3 pm – 6 pm. 

Place: Theatre Peckham, 221 Havil St, Camberwell, London SE5 7SD  

Who: Run by staff at Theatre Peckham in collaboration with a DBS-checked professional actor 

called Mathijs Swarte and three DBS-checked researchers from King’s College London 

(Hannah Cowan, Hana Riazuddin, and Nele Jensen) 

 

 

What is the purpose of the study?  
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We are concerned that healthcare research into things like robotics, genetics, and artificial 

intelligence is already shaping futures that we are asking young people to live in when they grow 

up. We therefore want to compare the futures being imagined and created by researchers in 

King’s College London to the hopes and fears of young people living in the neighbourhoods of 

Lambeth and Southwark. We will then look at the similarities and differences between the two 

groups to begin to shape research agendas. 

  

 

Why your child? 

 

We would love your child to participate in this workshop because they are a young person 

living in Lambeth or Southwark who may enjoy participating in a series of drama workshops. 

We want to know more about what kind of future society they would like to live in. 

 

 

What will happen if you agree for your child to take part?  

 

Firstly, we will ask you to sign a consent form and we will give you a copy to keep. Then we will 

also ask your child if they would like to take part with a separate information sheet.  

 

If you and they agree to take part, we will ask them to participate in a series of five three-hour 

workshops over the course of one week. These workshops will be run by a professional actor 

who will help participants write and perform a 10-15 minute play about the future using the 

science fiction devices of utopias (best places) and dystopias (worst places). In the final session 

participants will be invited to perform their play in front of their parents, and researchers and 

inventors from King’s College London.  

 

We will be present as researchers from King’s College London to observe the workshops and 

take notes about what we see, but we will not at any point write down the name of your child 

when taking down these notes. We will also ask you and your child if you are happy for us to 

take pictures and videos to showcase the workshops at subsequent events. However, you do not 

have to agree for us to take photos or video footage for them to take part in the workshops.  

 

 

Do they have to take part? 

 

No, they do not. It is up to them and you whether they attend the workshops and take part in 

the research. If you do not agree for them to take part in the workshops, this will not 

disadvantage them in any way. 

 

 

Can you or your child withdraw from the study after you have signed the consent form?  

 

Yes – up to four weeks after the final performance. If you or your child change your mind and 

don’t want to take part after signing the forms, you can still withdraw your consent without 

giving a reason by contacting the researchers whose contact details are at the beginning of this 

information sheet. However, after four weeks from the final performance we may not be able 

to remember which notes relate to your child as we will not have written down their names. If 

you withdraw from the study within the four weeks, we will then delete all the notes, 
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photographs, or videos we have taken of your child, and all we will keep is a record of your 

withdrawal of consent.  

 

 

 

What are the possible risks of taking part?  

 

This is a very low risk study. The only risk is that we will be holding data about your child’s 

hopes and fears for the future. However, this data will not have their name attached and any 

evidence that they took part in this study (such as the consent forms) will be held in a secure 

place in the university.  

 

 

What are the possible benefits of taking part?  

 

If you and your child decide to take part then your child will be able to contribute to a research 

project which is specifically trying to understand what young people from Lambeth and 

Southwark want in the future. In the long term we hope that this research begins to change 

research agendas in universities such as King’s College London. We also hope that the drama 

workshops will be a fun and engaging educational opportunity for your child.  

 

 

What happens to the results of this study? 

 

We will collect all the information together with data from some other workshops we are doing 

with young people in Lambeth and Southwark to understand young people’s hopes and fears 

of the future. We will then compare these hopes and fear to the futures already being created 

and imagined by healthcare researchers. Finally, we will then communicate these findings to 

shape decisions about what kind of research universities should do. 

 

We will also present some of our findings at a series of public events in summer 2020 where 

we will invite you and your child to come and discuss the findings further.  

 

 

Will anyone know your child is doing this? 

 

The people in our research team will know your child is taking part, as will the other people 

who are involved in the workshops. Any time we write or talk about your child we will ensure 

we do not use their name or things which could identify them such as their school or physical 

description. The only time someone might be able to identify your child is if they recognise 

them from a photograph or video – but you do not have to consent for photographs or videos 

to be taken to consent to this study. None of this stops you or your child telling other people 

that they have taken part in the study – you and your child are welcome to talk about this study 

with whomever you like.  

 

 

How will we store and use the data we collect about your child?  

 

The data will be processed in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 

(GDPR). In the consent form we have given you, you will have the choice about whether you 
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are happy for us to use photos or video footage in which your child is visible for publications 

and dissemination. We will store all personal data (telephone numbers, e-mail addresses, 

postal addresses, and consent forms) in a password-protected and encrypted online storage 

repository or in locked and secure physical repositories such as locked cabinets in a research 

office which requires a staff ID card to enter. Along with the typed-up notes which do not have 

any names attached, we will hold all the research data for 7 years after the study ends on Sept 

30
th

 2020. We will only contact you and your child about the results of this study and personal 

data will only be shared within the research team, and not with third parties. 

 

Data Protection Statement 

 

The data controller for this project will be King’s College London (KCL). The University will 

process your and your child’s personal data for the purpose of the research outlined above. 

The legal basis for processing your and your child’s personal data for research purposes under 

GDPR is a ‘task in the public interest’. You can provide your consent for the use of your and 

your child’s personal data in this study by completing the consent form that has been provided 

to you.  

 

You have the right to access information held about you or your child. Your right of access can 

be exercised in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation. You also have other 

rights including rights of correction, erasure, objection, and data portability. Questions, 

comments and requests about your or your child’s personal data can also be sent to the King’s 

College London Data Protection Officer Mr Albert Chan info-compliance@kcl.ac.uk. If you 

wish to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner’s Office, please visit 

www.ico.org.uk.   

 

 

What if you have further questions, or if you want to talk to someone about the study? 

   

If this study has harmed you or your child in any way or if you wish to make a complaint about 

the conduct of the study you can contact King's College London using the details below for 

further advice and information:  

 

The Chair,  

Laura Stackpoole,  

rec@kcl.ac.uk  

 

 

What if you have questions or want to talk to someone about the study? 

 

You can talk to anyone you want to about this research. We are also very happy to answer your 

questions. You can contact us by email, phone, post, or text message - our contact details are at 

the top of this sheet.  

 

Thank you for reading this information sheet and for considering taking part in this research. 
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